
 

 
 
 

The relative pain control efficacy of opioids* 
 

Tramadol      0.1 
 
Codeine      0.15 
 
Hydrocodone (Norco*, Vicodin*)   1.0 
 
Morphine      1.0 
 
Oxycodone (Percocet*, Percodan*)   1.5 
 
Oxymorphone (Opana)    3.0 
 
Hydromorphone (Dilaudid)    4.0 
 
Fentanyl patch    7.2 
  

RELATIVE PAIN CONTROL EFFICACY OF 
OPOIDS 

 



 
OPIOID PRESCRIPTIONS BASED ON FDA SAFE 
PRESCRIBING PROTOCOLS 
 
 
Rx Acetaminophen* 300 mg and Codeine 30 mg per tablet 

 

Disp 16 tablets 
Sig Take 1 tablet every 4 to 6 hours as needed for pain 

NOTE: Do not exceed acetaminophen 4 g/codeine 360 
mg in 24 hours. For pediatric liquid preparation, 
see page 86 under Pediatric Oral Dosages. 

SCHEDULE III 
 

Rx Hydrocodone and Ibuprofen 
 

Disp 12 tablets 

Sig Take 1 tablet every 4 to 6 hours as needed for pain 
INGREDIENTS: Hydrocodone 7.5 mg; Ibuprofen 200 mg 
NOTE: Do not exceed 5 tablets in 24 hours 
SCHEDULE: II 

 
 

Rx Acetaminophen and Tramadol 
 

Disp 24 tablets 

Sig Take 2 tablets every 4 to 6 hours 
INGREDIENTS: Acetaminophen 325 mg; Tramadol 37.5 mg 
NOTE: Do not exceed 8 tablets in 24 hours. Treatment 

should not exceed 5 days. 
SCHEDULE: IV 



 
 

Rx Hydrocodone and Acetaminophen 
 

Disp 16 tablets 
Sig Take 1 to 2 tablets 4 times/day as needed for pain 

INGREDIENTS: Hydrocodone 5 mg; Acetaminophen 300 mg 
OTHER BRAND 
NAMES: Various generics (APAP dose varies between 300 

to 325 mg/tablet) 
NOTE: Do not exceed 4 g acetaminophen/day in 

patient with normal hepatic function 
SCHEDULE: II 

 

Rx Hydromorphone (Dilaudid) 2 mg 
 

Disp 12 tablets 
Sig Take 1 to 2 tablets every 4 to 6 hours for pain 

SCHEDULE: II 
 
 

Rx Oxycodone and Acetaminophen (Percocet) 5 mg 
 

Disp 12 tablets 

Sig Take 1 tablet every 6 hours for pain 

INGREDIENTS: Oxycodone 5 mg; Acetaminophen 325 mg 

OTHER BRAND 
NAMES: Nalocet, Prolate (contains acetaminophen 300 mg/ 

tablet), or generic equivalent 
NOTE: Do not exceed 4 g acetaminophen/day in 

patient with normal hepatic function 
SCHEDULE: II 


